Our genome has evolved to perpetuate itself through the maintenance of the species via an uninterrupted 53 chain of reproductive somas. Accordingly, evolution is not concerned with diseases occurring after the 54 soma's reproductive stage. Following Richard Dawkins, we would like to reassert that we indeed live as 55 disposable somas, slaves of our germline genome, but could soon start rebelling against such slavery. As long as they are mortals, human beings won't be tot-65
ally relaxed.
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Why do we age and die and have we evolved to do so? 
78
Although evolution may not 'care' about our post-repro-79 ductive soma, we certainly do.
80
Recent analyses of human life expectancy over the last 81 two centuries suggest that there is a priori no particular 82 limit to lifespan (Oeppen & Vaupel 2002) , and it has been 83 shown that life expectancy can be increased by up to one-84 third in several animal models by slowing down the meta-85 bolic rate or increasing the resistance to oxidative damage 86 (Finkel & Holbrook 2000; Gaurente & Kenyon 2000) .
87
An interesting philosophical question therefore (Donehower et al. 1992) . It is, however, 114 thought to be involved in normal senescence (Itahana et 
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The results are unambiguous (Garcia-Cao et al. 2002) . m o r t a l i t y d u e t o c a n c e r m o r t a l i t y d u e t o c a n c e r a c c e l e r a t e d a g e i n g w i t h l e s s c a n c e r 100 P53 activity % 
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